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NATIONAL INTELIJG_ENCEB.'___

TAXATION OF U. STATES PROPERTY ILLEGAL.

A practice has for many years prevailed in
many of the States of levying taxes on the properly
of the General Government, used in its ordinary
fanctions and operations, such as Navy Yarde,
Arsenals, &e.

This practice having been attempted recently by
certain tax collectors of the State of Pennsylvania,
and demands having been made on the officers in
command of the several military establishmenis in

that State, the Officers were directed to refuse pay- j

ment, and to enjoin the process instituted 1o enforce
it. A eopy of the Opinion recently delivered by
Judge Guigw, in the Cireuit Court of the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania, upon this point, having
reached our hands, we are induced, by its great in-
terest toalmost all the branches of the Government
making it important that it should be generally
‘known, to place it before our readers,

Opinion of Judge Guix on the Right of the
State to 7&: United States Property.
The United States vs. George Weise. :
An Cireuit Court U. 8. Esstemn District of Pennsylvania.
Bill for an Injunction.

The United States bave filed a bill ul":tu inj lnd.i-n;l ucaimt
‘George Weise, the respondent, u collector of laxes um-
berland county, who has seized the property of the
Government and ber officefs, intending to sell it for the pur-

of ll'ryin!_umin taxes aseessed against ** the United
z-w or barracks pear the town of Carlisle,
As the parties that the complainants shoald bave
their remedy, (if entitled to apy,) in thws form of action,
rather than by sction of trespass, no question bas been made
as b is . !
‘Mmindm' te in the case, and it has there-
fore been submitted on the bill and answer. The 1 ent
prossnied the following assessment or bill of taxes to the
officers of the garrison :

‘45 Uniled States Garrison Tox.”

“County IAX.....0cuvvsnsanssnrans cess.-562 00
A BRI REE o avsrsraesscsrnssmmessassnane 93 00
R e & i 6 nis s w8 e R e e a e ....$155 00

¢ Cualisle, June 13, 1851.”
On the refusal of payment the respondent proceeded to
fevy and seize upon certain property of the Government
and the military officers then occupying the garrison or

barracks.

The three following questions have been prepounded by the
learned counsel, as properly raised by the case before us:

I. Has the State power to 1ax the forts, navy )ards, cus-
tom house, mint, garrisons, or olher property of the United
Stales used for the necessary purposesand operations of Gov-
ernment? :

II. Granting the State has such power or right, can it be
enforced by levying and eeizing the personal property of the
United States and their officers and servants !

ITI. Has the State of Pennsylvania authorized the arsess-
ament of taxes an such y ?

Ist. The first question bere proposed has been the subject
of much discussion of late. It bas been twice argued before
the Court of the United States, but remains unde-

-gided ; and, as the present case can be decided without ex-
pressing my opinion upon this point, I prefer o remain un-
commiited by any public expression of it, till it shall again be
brought before the SBupreme Cowt and fully argued.

It has been more than once decided ‘*that State Govern-
ments have no right to tax any of the copstitutional means
employed by the Government of the Union to execute its con-
stitational powers.”—(See McCullough ve. Maryland, 4
Wheaton, 316 ; Warton vs. The City Council of Charles-
ton, 3 Peters, 449.) That the min', navy yards, arsenals,
&c. are **means or iostruments” of this deecription cannot
be denied. It follows necessarily that a tax imposed upon
thess instruments or means as such by a Biate would be ille-
gal.  Bat itis contended that, slthoogh a State cannot 18x &
“ mini or navy yard” of the United Biates, &0 nomine, yet

- that, where the jurisdiction over the land on which they sre
erected bas not leen ceded, il still remains subject to all the
duties and burdens to which it is liable in the hands of indi-
vidoals or prisate corporations. But bowever this may be, it
dosa not follow s a comsequence that where a
State has legaily imposed 4 taX O 1aN0w wwod (ar forte, Sco.
that the payment of such tax mey be enforced by distress or
seizure of the personsl property of the United Biates Govern-
‘ment or its officers.

2d. **The Government of the Union is emphatically and
truly a Government of the people. In form and in substance
it emanates from them. [is powers are granted by them, and

are 10 be exacuted directly on them and for their benefit "—
“¢and this Government, though limited in its powers, is su-
preme within its sphere of action.” If the several powers
euatrusted to and exercised by the United States and State
Governments were executed by one sovereign or guvernment,
it would be an absurdity 10 tax the public property, or means
used to execute one of ite powers or functions to support
amother. What would be gained by taxing a mint or fortifi-
cation, built agd sustsined by public taxes, in order to builda
couri-house or other public building or institatin erected
and sustsiced by the same means! Is it more reasonable
that such = conflict of laxation should exist where the people
have distributed these sovereign powers Lo two distinct Govern-
mepts 7 But suppose it to exist, could it be tolerated that
wuther of these sovereigns, to whom these powers were entrust-
«d, should treat the other 2s a mere private corporation ! That
-ene should seize, distrain, or levy on the public property in
possession and used by the other ? That the United States
should tax the State-house at Harrisburg, snd seizs the furni-
ture if it were in use by the Legislature of Pennsylvania 1 Or
~that a coun'y or township tax eollector should levy on the
«cannon in a fort, the ballion in the mint, or the soldiers’ horse
and arms ’? What an absurd conflict would thus be exhibited,
where one arm of power, exercised for the benefit of the peo-

should thus be employed to paralyze another ?

batever, thetefore, mey be the power and right of a Stete

all land withio ber territory, snd make it contribute 1o

&.&h, it cannot nl’::l the payment of

ates, by eeizing | property
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can always be espe-

when the sppellant is a State of the Union. 1There is
uneceesity for this bumiliating spectacle of petty officers ol
Btate distrainiog or levying on the public properiy of the
General Government, and treating it as a petty corporation or
-~un insolvent or sbsconding debtor,

For lb';:m slone lh: court In:ldm:: jostified “lin de-
erecing the injunction in this case 1o perpetual ; bat
we deem it proper to vindicate the State of Peansylvania from
the charge of having suthorized any of her officers to awume

* the power which the respondent claims a right to execu'e.

3d. The fact that the Legislature of Pennsylvania ever in-
tended to authorise the taxation of the few acres of ground
occupied and used by the Government of the United States
for min', custom-house,wavy yard, arsena), and barracks has
heretofore been assumed, but to my mind hss not been estie-
factorily proved. It is true, it will not sutfice for me to say
that I do not believe (as I do not) that sach an intention ever
entered into the mind of any memoer of the Legislatares who
enscied thess tax laws. Tho iotention of the law-moker is to
be discovered only from the face of the statate, and by a fair
“"i"linhﬂ :}ﬂ;ltuﬂ-on of its terms.
act of 16th of April, 1894, for laying county rates and

fevies, end that of 29(h of A 1 i {
Sing RS O e, i Mprl;. iﬂ:“‘ which makes provi-
-enumerstion of the subj-cts of taxstion. ~ Bat, as the latter is

sive, it will be sufficient if we can show that it does not, on
a proper construetion of its lag , Deceasari
lands used by the United Hum":::u e

terms of this -:ll;": ““All resl extate, to wit, houses,

lsnde, lots of grmd ground m'f. mills, manufsctories

of all kinds, farnaces, forges, bloomories, distilleries, sugar-

houses, malt-houses, breweries, tan-yarde, fisherios, and for-

vies, wharves, and all other real estafe ot exempt by jgw
from taxation.” v

Now, it csnnot be denied that the mint, the navy yurd, ggr.

rison, &e. are * real estate,” and that the word land in j

[public

stringent and comprehen. |

are ex: odwﬁm-.-'pchd

hgthc'll::lnfm-un. and because it woald be absurd to sup-

pose that an act to raise revenue from private property
purposes should be construed Lo embrace pr al-

ready dedicated to public use, or purebased or for by

publie money. X
The of Piper va. Singer, [Serg. and Rawle, 854,]
and Behu:;l.iil Irrﬁ:n vs, Fraily, [13 8. and B. 424,] me

authorities to show that these general terms in the tax lsws

refer only to private property——things enumerated—*‘el alia

similia ;" and that court-houses and bridges are not suljects
of taxation, though not specially exempted.

. The people of Pennsylvania are also citizens of the United
States. The Government of the Umited States is no alien
here ; it cannot be ignored or treated as a mere corporstion.
The wint, the navy yard, &c. are means Lo sdvance the pros-
perity and defend the y aad persons of the people of
Pennsylvanis, and may truly be called public property.
State laws, |aying iaxes on private property for public uses,
shoild not, from mere general or vague phraseology, be con-
sirued 1o include the propesty of the United Hiates. A State
ought not to be presumed to intend the excuse of & dowbéfu!
right, unless'such intention is plainly set forth, When an
officer claims a right under Biate authority to arrest the srma-
ments or troops of the United States, to seize the horses and
srms of her officers and soldiere, (as in this case,) be should
be sure that he has the suthority of the State for so dving.

Iam plessed to find that the Legislature of Pennsylvania
has not enumerated either the mint, navy yard, arsexsl, forts,
or sny other property held for the public benefit of the United
Statcs, and bas therefore not intimated an intention to au’ho-
rize her officers (o inlerfere with the Guneral Goveromeat in
the mcb:r m’ enuﬂml tionsl Pn'“lho If IIi|l mﬂ‘:{
the people vania toinsist upon thesti ri

of taxing the few acres of lund used by the General Govern-
ment for the pablic benefit, it will be eauy for their Legiala-
ture 10 expres: such intention in plain lsngusge which can-
not be misundersiood. And when the question of power is
fairly reised, it will bave to be decided. In the mean time,
county, city, and township assessors and collectors should re-
frain from msking demands which they have no clear right

to make, and infy noue to enlorce, in the manper at-
temp'ed by:the dent in this case. ;

The people of Pennsylvania feel that tbe location of the
mint, navy yard, &c. within their terrilory is & benefit, and

not s burden. A power to tax is a power lo . For
all that cun be gained by tho exercise of this power, it will
hardly be worth while to contest the right or insist on a demand
which implies a power, if not a wish, to expel these inmiiu-
tions from her borders. . Let the injunction be made per-
petual. Bx mux Cousr.
G ————

PARIS CUBSTOMS.

We tske the following paragraphs from an interesting
Paris letter in the Bt. Louis Republican :

I will tell you how Easter week is keptin Paris. First,
though, I must say something absut Longchamps, or the

'promenade de Longehamps, a8 the French call it. This

fete, which consists in nothing more than riding and driving
up one side of the long avenue of the Champs Elysées and
down the other, takes place annually on Holy Thuisday and
Good Friday. It dates from Louis XV, snd its origin is as
follows : An ancient abbey called Longchamps, founded in
1261 by Isabella of France, sister of 8t. Louis, existed near
the Maillot gate, and was so bumtle that few persons ever
knew of its existence. Buoddenly two sisters, the daughters
of a noble family, eought refuge in the abbey sgainet the

cares and temptations of the world. These young lsdies in-
troduced into the sbbey the tasie and art of music. They
founded & chapel in which every year during Passion Week
sacred concerta were given, and the music is described as
having been almost celestial.  Ail Paris fluocked to these con-
certs, and every ycor they bacnme more and more fashionsble,
At last came the Revolation’ of '93, and the concerts were
stopped. Afier the 18th brumsire; the police, in order Lo
amuse the public and distract attention, tried to revive, under
8 new pretext, the ancient musical aud religious pilgrimsge
to Longchamps. They hired carriages to drive along the
Champs Elysées, the occupants dressed in a way to excite
curiosity and amusement. And thus the start given every
year from Wedneeday to Frivay of Passion Week, the long
procresion of earriages and horaemen, extending from the
Place de la Concirde to the Bois de Bulogne, serves as a
pretext for the. display of spring fashiops, and eccenricities
which would be tolerated nowhere else.

This year the weather was uncertain, which made the dis-
play less brilliant than u-ual. As I ssii bofore, the carriages
all go up one side and down the o:her of the broad avenue,
and no carriage is allowed to stop or leave the line except at
one of the iwo ends. Police men, or gens d"arms, on harse-
back, are stationed at small distances to see that all rules and
regulations are properly observed. This year the most ele-
gaot and showy equipages, by far, were those belonging to
the diffurent sctresses of note. Hachel's was an elegant car-
riage, painted in derk green and gold, drawn by four jet-black
horses, with gilded harness. Two footmen bebind, and the
coachman, were dreseed in green velvet livery, faced and
trimmed with gold. Rebecca (Rachel's sister) sfforded as
sirong a contrast in her equipsge as she does in her person.
Her carriage was small, light, and open, painted in blue, and
drawn by four snowy-white horses, with plaied harness, Toe
coachman and footmen were in a livery of bloe and silver.
Rebecca is young and preity, and bas s grest number of ad-
mirers,

Two of the greatest curiasities, at this season of the yesr,
is the Gingerbread fair and the Ham fair, beld on Good
Fridsy and the Saturday and Bundsy following. You most
know that the good people of Paris sre exceedingly fond of
bams, but pork is so dear that they eal a slice of ham, occa-
sionally, ooly as a very great Juxury. Such a thing as a gen-
tleman curing his own hams, or having his own sm. ke-
house, was m:lwdland of here, probably. Well, once s
yest, s great fair of hams, ssusages, and pork of every de-
scription is held at Paris, and then the retail deslers ond
familics Iny in a supply. The fair is kept by, from all
parts of France, and affords the best and most curious spee-
tacle of the manners, customs, and costumes of the different
provinces. There may be seen the Picardy women, with
their snowy cays st least two feet high, and the Normandy
womep, with two sufl white muslin wings floating from 1he
sides of their heads, and the Anvergnots, and the Bourgog-
nese, with cap crowns messuring two or three feet in circum-
ference, and their sbort red petticoats, linle stiff jeckets, and
woc:;nuhou,lh‘u them the most picturesque sir in the
wor .

The Gingerbread fair is similar 1o the Ham fair, but is
mostly made up by the Parisians. The French are exceed-
ingly fond of gingerbread, but [ must ssy, they cannot make
it a8 good as that made in the United States. The molasees
is very bad here, and a great deal of hooey is used invead,
which makes the cake exceedingly tough. One booth at the
fair was kept by s woman who suld gingerbread, cot into all
rorts of forms. There were men and women slmost the size
of life, and gigantic cats and dogs, and horees and cows, and
sheep, and every thing, in fact. Her customers, were mostly
children, who were bighly delighted with the displsy she
made. Coming down through the Champs Elysées, sfier
visiting the fuir, [ stopped 1o see some of the nuwervus shows,
which are in full operation duritg the bolydays. [ found
mysel{ at last within a circle where an Arab was showiog
off with seven or eight grest serpents. [ wanted to turn and
g» away, but the crowd had become so great, that I found 1
could not move, and was obliged to remain s witness of cer-
| tainly one of the most curious and fagbiful speciacles ever
| offzred to the publie. The snake-charmer was seated on the
ground, sfter the fashion of his country, with his snakes sl
around him ; two or three of them were of the m st enor-
moas size, almost as large as a foll-grown bos. He would
take them up in his hands, let them wind around his legs,
arms, body, neck, snd bead ; stick oat their forked tongues
and kiss him on the hands, the lips, the eje-lids, and present
their heads or tails to bim, as he commanded them. While
the spectacie was proceeding in the most successful way, one
uf the largest snakes slipped off, unnoticed by the Arab, or
spparently so, and dragging iteelf along got outof the crowd,
every body, you may be sure, giviog bim a clear Just
w-ndcuhhceilduwllmm playing The

LY

LIGHT FROM WATER.—OTHER POBITIONS
PN W ERIPIED,

U —
T the Editors of the National Intelligencer.

Gesrsxusy : Under the courtesy extended to me by you
#0me time since, | had, at one time, taken up my pen for the
| purpose of inditing sa suswer to ** Omegs,” who, you will
w.pmhmm.m_..mu
peper purporting to be s reply—io the philosophical views
which you were #o kind as o present to the public for me in
April last; bot I concluded thet the matter of * Omege's”
article was, in the first place, searcely worth the trouble of
notice ; and, in the second place, the terms Inwhiehtb-.
article was couched placed it rather beyond the pale of civili-
ty. The whole question im dispute between us (for the
writer did not say sny thing us to my own particular views)
was reduced to o simple question of fact as to the patent of
Mr. Henry M. Paine, which question has been settled to the
satisfaction of the world, by the publication of the patent
itsolf in ** Apploton’s Mechanics' Magasina,” togethor with s
notice of ** Shepherl’s patent,” (an improvement on l’line"_o)
in the Nos. of that journal for May and June, 1861. ** 8il-
liman’s Aonual of Scientific Discovery” for 1860, issued this
yeur, at pages 338, 30, "40, and "41, also gives quite sn ac-
curale sccount of the same thing.

When Mr. Paine’s method was first talked of, lwt_lu
only man in the country, I believe, other than the parties
directly intérested in it, who attached to it either credence or
importance. T did not know, not do I now koow, Mr. Paine
personslly, Neither was I or am I in communication with
him. . I credited his inveation simply because the principles
from which I resson philosophically led me to foresee the re-
sult, And ['agein repest that there iv not in any of the po-
sitions sssumed by Mr. Paine, either in respect of the catalysis
of hydrogen gas, by passing it through spirits of turpentine,
or as regards the conversion of water into hydrogea or into
oxygen, at the will of the operator, any thing which militates
sguinst correct reason or positively mscertained fact. [ know
it is emid by u cerlain set of laboratory men—who, in regard
to science, are like churchmen in regarl to religion, and
damn every one who dares to think or pray otherwise than by
customary formulas, $however absurd they may be to the ra-
tional mind—that Mr. Paine, in the first place, has not done
‘what he has said he has done ; snd, in the second place, that,
even if he has done what he claims to hare accomplished, he
is entitled to no eredit for it; for it is either not worth a
thought, or, if worth a thought, some one else did it long
ago. For these kind of men, it mattersnot who they are, or
where they are, I entertain too profiond a contempt to
interchange ideas with. They fBrst d:ny that a thing has
been done, and, when driven from this position by the facl,
they pronounce the idea old or else wilueless, This is the
way they show their logic, their moralty, and their eminent
philosophical acquirements, We have an instance of this in
«8illiman’s Annual,” just quoted, in referance to Mr. Paine,
Tarn to page 16 of **Notes by the Editors,” and you will
find this languege, viz :

¢4 This claim, (Mr. Paine's,) so eitirely at variance with
the principles of chemiatry, is, we think, disbelieved in whole
or in part by all scientific men in thecountry, and before the
truth shall be established by the only proper tribunal, we are
not disposed to give it credit.”

Now turn to page 240 of the boot, and you will find these
same ** Editors” saying :

¢ Mr, Paine maintains that the turpentine ndergnes no
consumption ; but that the gas, in its passuge throvgh it, is
eatalysed, or changed from simple hydrogen to a more illumi-
nating gas, by confact or withoat detracting from the
tarpentine any of its original p an ¢ffect by no means
without a parllel in chemislry.

I have underscored the plain Lonlndicli‘en in which the
Editors have involved themselwe, We know, from the
beautiful papers and experiments of Berzelius and others cn
calalysis, o be found published ip the *‘ Annales de Chimie,”
that the precize result claimed by Mr. Paine, so far from being
at ““variance” with chemical hw, is exactly in accordance
with the law. But let ussee something more of the absurdi-
ty of the ** Editors” on this question. Mr. Paine's invention
is so *¢ entirely at variance with the principles of chemistry
that it is not to be believed,” say these gentlemen ; and yet,
st puge 241 of their book, they give us the following autho-
ritative statement, headed :

« Gaseous Tranyformation of Waler.

¢ At the meeting of the Royal Bocioty on January 24,
1850, a communication was read from Mr. Daniel Paret, on
the gaseous transformation of water, by meuns of a pile in
two separate compartments, having no other el ctric commu-
nication between them besides conductiog wires of A
and giving in the one oxygen alone, and hydrogen alone in
the other. After premising that, at the t time, itis
the generally-received opision that water is a compound of
oxygen and hydrogen, the suthor states that he now brings
forward an experiment which proves, not that water is a com-
pound, bat really a simple element, the generator of oxygen
and bydrogen ; ¢ince, without being decompos:d, a given
vilume of water msy be en transformed at will, either
into oxygen or hydrogen. Thus,he considers, it is no longer
a decomposition of pre-existing 8 which is effected,
but really a gsseous transform into two sub-elements,
which are formed st the expenss of the water, by the trans-
position of its combined or eleclricily, which places
iteelt 1n excess in the water wh oxygen, st the
expense of another volume which hydrogen. How-
ever astonishing this may s\ 48 un fait accompli et
acquis a lo acience.’ deseribing the experiments
which he considers as sy hi4 doctrioe, the author ob-
serves thal * theee ox 1s w contrary to the
indefensible theory, (a compound fluid which is de-

and recomposed, ) there is m true transfer of fluid in
the current, which, besides, would ba sufficiently evident by
its motive power ; second, hat the ‘electric fuid is really
fhe coercitive agent of cohesion ; third, water is not a com-
pound—Is not an oxide—bat truly s first element, the gene-
rator of oxygen and hydrogen ; fourth, it reveals a body
unknown unlil now, and very likely many other bodies are
in the same condition as waler.'—8ee proceedings of the
Ruyal Society.”

It is quite evident that the Kditors of Silliman’s Annual,
though in their introductory pages they pronounce Mr.
Paine'’s method of decomposing water and preparing its con-
stituent parts for light at ¢ variance wilk ehemical imw,” yet
have sdmitted that this method, in one of its chief processes,
is ¢ not without a parallel in chemisiry.” A fact o strik-
ing as this only serves to show how' dangerous it is for any
man who has not worn the cap and gown of a professor to
venture upen the field of science. It also appears quite plain
that M. Paret substantistes Mr. Paine’s other position,
that * waler may be converted inte oxygen or Kydrogen at
will.” Here, then, we have Mr. Paine stbstantiated in those
very positions which some gontismen have found it so very
easy to say were opposed to chemical laws. 1 rather ihink,
U these gentlemen had given to the mattet (48 thoy were in
fairness bound to do, on the sopposition that they really
loved the truth) a candid and unbissed copsideration, lay
ing nside that narrow jeslousy which, I fear, bas attended
them in consequence of the fact that one of the fraternity
did not schieve the bonor, they wouald have seen from the
plainest rules of catalysis, ss explsived by thoss great mas-
ters, Bcrnlt_n;nnd ';":Ieimrd, there was nothing, s I:l:.m
in despite of his prejudices, admitr, militating sgsinst the ca-
talytic part of the wethod. The other fact stated by Paret,
nons but a man of genius, none but a man of mak-
ing and establishing rules, could bave and; conse-
quently, it is not to be wondered st that thoss whose intel-
lects only aspire to follow rules should have failed to compre-
bend a result as remarkable as troe.

And is Mr. Paioe enti'led to no credit, because he bappens
and hes not
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The London * Times” thus alludes to this interesting in-
oy o G compenion
or two railroad h
lately entered into an amsngement with Mr. Bhepard, ':;
bas patented an invention for the decomporition of water,
and negolistions sre pending with some and
companies for the application of this patent
boats, locomotives, and other engines, by which the cost of

£

working
reduced.”
But what if neither Paine’ ¢ ¢
Tou 5300 Do e . Mevents st
!'l:;prheiphdlould be sbandoned ! According to
reasoniog as to practical results;.a floatin
-Mx; and l-luhl-c:n:

£

i

gontic mechanical power which man shall ever reach. But
this leads me to recur to the heading of this article—vis.
*“Otber positions verified”—and, with it, to the principal
object I in view in taking up my pen st this time.
First, what positions have I taken heretofore that have been
realized ? , what are being or are. just now realized ?
By a recorreces to the article I published in the Natiopal In-
telligencer April 28tb, 1851, you will find that I there repeat
vorious conclusions and predictions as to science end scien-
tific invention made by me years previous, More than fen
years ago I assumed the position that * any square inch of
solid substance contained u sufficient quantity of electric force,
in a lateni condition, which, if rendered free an ::lnﬂe.
would be tle of generating a power of almost ad incal-
culable magnitude.” This position has been thoroughly sub-
stantiated by Faraday within the last fwo years. Agan,
seven or eight years ago [ asserted *° the speedy accomplish-
ment of the procurement of the gaseous products of water,
through the instrumentality of electricity in sufficient quan-
tities es to render their application to the several purposes of
heating and lighting eatirely practicable.” Mr. Henry M.
Paine and others have substantisted this prediotion within the
lnst fewo years. ;

Aguin, twelve years agn, I proclsimed ¢ eldctricity to be
the canse of cohesion as one of the qualities of attraction.”
M. Parst has proven the **eleciric fluid to be the coercitive
agent of cohesion” (to use his own words) within the last two
years. These are some of the positions in science assnmed
by me, years ago, which may now be considered practically
realized, to say nothing of other no less striking and no less
important points, amoog which msy be mentionsd the ideaof
“latent o ty s a priociple as fixed as that of latent
caloric,” announced by me publicly in 1839, but sdvanced
prior to that lime ; which ides is now becoming prevalent, for
the first time, with the sarthly and divine right of philoso-

phers.

But, in the article published in the Intelligencer of the
28th April, Leay that **Ido not doubt but that I shall live
to see air brought to bearas a substitate for sti am
in ocean pavigation.” Bince this sentence was penned I wish
to say to you larly that & gentleman from New Or-
leans, of esgacious intellect and vast inventive genius—I mean
Dr. Willism Richardson—has visited this city for the purpose
of baving constructed a machine to reslize the conception.
He bas, to my own knowledge, succeeded at length, afier en-
countering and overcoming numerous difficulties, in perfect-
ing the necessary mechanical m-ans to bring to bear the agent
employed, and to contrpl the principles used. [ regret that I
eannot with safe'y enter into s minute detail of the whole ar-
rangement. It might jeopard hisrights sotodo, forin ¢* Yankee
land” we bave a goodly number of sharpers who consider it no
vio'ation of moral loto steal away theproductsofunother’s
brain. I feel, however, perfectly justified in saying that I
verily befieve Dr. Richardson's invention is destined to be one
of the most i t'that the world hes ever witnessed, and
that it will serionaly threatep the subver:ion of steam, and
coal, and cumbrous engines, arid filth, and weight, and smoke,
and heat, and all other parts of the dangerous and bulky
paraphernslia now incident to the most approved modes of
locomotion. Any exient of power may be obiained, and the
sources of this power may be had wherever he may be, whether
by sea or land. The invention will enable the whole space
between decks in a ship to be gsined free of any kind of in-
cumbrance, as the whole machinery used may be placed in
the bottom of the ship beneath the water line. i avoida the
danger of fire, as no fire is used. It avoids the danger of boil-
era bursting, as no boilers are. used. In point of cost it will
be much less than the cost of steam, and in point of safery
and comfort there is no comparison 1o be instituted, I§
I cannot use terms too commendatory of this important in-
vedtion. The Doctor proposes to patent it throughont Eu-
rope, s well as in this country ; I am well aseured that
he cannot fail to realize from it in the course of a fow years a
fortune as large a8 human heart may desire, provided the
patents are properly secured. He was attracted to me through
the publication in the Intelligencer mentioned above, and since
our first interview I have seen bim often, and be bas kept me
cons'antly informed of his daily progress, which consideration
on his part I bave apprecisted bighly ; for nothing gives me
more plessure than to steal at times an hoor from my regular
to talk over some matter of science with a man of
inteiligence and good breed

ed your results, asthrown out in the various papers you bave
given the public through the press ?.  'Why do you rely ypon
the tions stated by you in the article published in the
Intelligencer on the 28th April, admitting, as you do, that
you are neither & manipolator nor & machinist? My answer
s simple, I have ressaned to my conclusions from all the
facts and experiments to which I have hed access, s educed,
ovoducted, and by those.swho are machinisis snd
manipulators, as s from an observance of (he thousands
upon thousands of natural phenomena which have daily oc-
s 608 e pi e 0 ot S e g
tru not ng m o pa

noties and public favor by the coat-skirts of any man, how-
ever distinguished. Thus, whenever, in any book of science
or elsewhere, I have met with a fact which contradicted the
nature of the principle sought to be elucidared and es'sblished
by that fsct, I have not hesitated to conclode that the
principle was nct as siated, or the fact was not as siated,
and, therefore, that the truth remained still unravelled ;
'.fndp::i.“ then set myself to work to ascertsin the truth
i ble.

to l'tad{.

ides. It is commonly ssesrted that hest
from the sun direct. 1 deny
Arago, in his report on comets
that all cometary bodics as

S

machinery and generating gas is likely 10 be greatly regard

caloric, | community, he retired te a country house which be had pur-

: ing. R
In conclusion, it may beasked of me, How bave you reach-

to
Excose tloastn, for havipg troobled 0
and hlbu...ma,muq respectfully and tru ,f-ﬁhﬂ.m
servan!, JOH R, Ju.
T

THE CHIEF JUSTICES OF ENGLAND.

FROM THE l-l‘:;:;l! WORLD.
The second volume of Lord Camreerr’s Lives

the Chief Justices exhibite a siriking

?{a careers of and Jeffreys, and Holt and
Mansfield—the two former the ves of
every thing that is conteaptible in the abuse of judi-
cial power, the two latter every thing that is praise-
worthy and noble in its highest exercise. The
readers of English history are more familiar with
the shameless iniquities of Jeffreys than with the
consummate wisdom of Lord Holt or the univer-
sal learning of Lord Mansfield. Jeffreys is morg
ticulerly a historical character, in spite of his
ert of the obscurest infamy. Fortunately, how-
ever, his life “ points a moral’” which is not
without its use, and serves as a sort of beacon-light
to warn dishonest judges, who neither fear God nor
! man. Scroggs, his predecessor in office,
andequal in villany, appears to similar disadvan-
tage on Lord Campbell’s pages. The accounts of
his abusés of power and judicial brutality almost
surpass belief, and are fitly coneluded by the nar-
rative of his impeachment and disgraee:
; CHIEF JUSTICE SCROGG'S OLD LSE.
““His disgrace caused oy in Westminster Hall, and
over all mmd; for, ﬁm"lmy-mm not yet been clothed
in ermine, the name of Scroggs wes the by-word o express.
all that could be considered loathsome and odious in a judge,
¢ He was sllowed a small pension, or retired allowance,
which he did not long enjoy. When cashiered, inding no
sympathy from his own profession, or from any cliss of the

chased, called Wealde Hall, near Breniwood, in Essex.
Even here his evil fame eaused him to be shunned. He was
considered by the gentry te be without religion sud withont
homor ; while the peasantry, who had heard some vague rn-
mors of his having put people o death, believed that he was
& murderer, whispe:ed stories of his having dealings with evil
spirits, and took special eare never to run the risk of meeting
him after dark. . His constitution was undermined by his dis-
sulute habits, and in old age [he wes still a solitary selfish
bachelor, After languishing in great mivery till the 25th
day of October, 1683, be then expired, without a relation or
friend to close his eyes. Hie was buried in the psrish chureh
of Bouth Wealde—ihe undertaker, the sexton, and the parson
of the parish alone sttending the funeral. He left no de-
scandants ; and he must either have been the last of his race
or his collateral relations, sshamed of their connexion with
him, had changed their name ; for since his death there has
been no Scroggs in Great Britain mor Ireland. The word
was long used by nurses to frighten children ; and-as long as
our histary is studied, or our language is spoken or read, it
will call up the image of a base and bluody-minded villsin.
With honorable principles snd sieady spplication, he might
have been respected in his lifetime, and left & historicsl repa-
tation behind him. *He was a person of exgcallent and
pimble parts,” and he could both spesk snd write our lan-
guage better than any lawyer of the seventeenth century,
Francis Bacon alone ex; -He seems to have been little
aware of the light in which his judicial conduct would be
viewed ; for it is a curioas fact thal the published parts of the
Bitate trials at which be were all revised and re-
touched by himsclf; and his speeches, which fill us with
amazement and horror, he expecied would be regarded as
proofs of his spirit and genius. Tnank Heaven, we have no
sach men in our generation. It is better for us o contem-
plate dull moral medocrity than profligate ecoentricity, how-
ever brilliant it may be.

¢ Scrogge may be considered as having been of some use
to his country by making the character of & wicked judge so
frightfully repuluive that be msy bave deterred many frum
giving wey to his bad propensities. Dean Swift says: * [ have
read somewhere of an eastern king who pnthﬂ:d'nnduih
for an iniqui sentence, and ordered his to be stuffed
into a cushion, mannl upon the tribonal for the son losit
on who was prel 1o his father's offics. I such a
memorial might not have been wnuseful 1o & sonof Sir Wil-
liam Scrogge, and that both he and hissucosssors woald ofien |
'dqﬁh their seats as Jong as the cusbion: lasted.” ™’

% Lord Campbeli has laid out his principal strength on the
lives of Holt and Mansfield, his and all the world’s beau
ideals of judges. And, commending his work to the leisure
of professionsl readers, we devots the rest of our space in this
notice to extiracts from hia biographies of those two grest lu-
minaries of the law :

LeRD HOLT’S FOUTH,

‘¢ Having prolonged one of his unlicensed rambles round
the country, in company with some agsociates as reckless as
himeelf, until their were all utterly exbausted, it was
determined, afier dﬁu consultations how to proceed, that
they showld part compsny, and try to make their way sing/y,
each by the exercise of his individual wits. Holt, pumsuing
his separate route, came to a little inn of a straggling village,
and, putiing the best face upon the matter, commended bis
horse . to the attentions of the hostler, and boldly the
best supper and bed the houss afforded. Btrolling into the
kitchen, he observed there the daughter of the landlady—s
girl of about thirteen years of age—shivering with a fit of the
ague ; and on inquiring of her mother bow long she bad been
ill, he was told nearly s year, apd this in spite of all the as-
sistance that could be had for ber from physicians, st an ex-
pense by which the poor widow declared she ‘lisd been half
roined. Shsking his bead with mueh gravity st the mention
of the doctors, he bade her be wnder no further concern, for
she might assure herself her dsughter should never have
snother At, Then, scrawling a few Ureek characiers upon a
scrap of parchment, and rolliog it carefally up, he directed
that it should be bound upon the girl's wrist, and vemain there
till she was well. By good luck, os possibly from the effect
of imagmation, the sgue returned no more—at lesst during
a week for which Holt remained their guest. At the end of
that time, baving demanded his bill with as much eoufidence
a8 if his pockets wore lined with jacobuses, the delighted
hostese, in-tead of asking psyment, bewai'ed her inability to
pay him us she.ought for the wonderfal cure he had achieved,
and her ill-fortane in not baving lighted on him ten mon hs
sooner, which would bave saved her an outlay of some forty
nds. Her guest condeecended, after much entreaty, to
set off againet his week's entertainment the valuable service
he had rendered, and wended merrily on his way. The se-
uel of the story goes onto relate that, when presiding some
?ouy years afierwards at the nasizes of the same county, a
wretched, decrepit oll woman was indicted before him for
witcherafl, and charged with being in pessession of a spell
whi: h gave her power lo spread diseases
care those that were disessed. The chiel justice desired that
‘this formidable implement of siroery tiight be handed up 1o
him ; and there, eaveloped in many of dirty linen, he
found the identical piece of parchment with which he bad
himself played the wizard so many years before. The mys-
tery was forthwith expounded to the jury ; it agreed with the
story previously told by the prisoner ; the poor creature was
instantly acquitied, and her guest's long-sianding debt amply

¢« He had been early destined to the of the law,
heving been entered on the books of Gray's Inn when he
waa only ten years old.  His father was then treasurer of that
society, and entitled to admit a son withoul a fee. Bufore he
had completed his first year’s residence at Oxford, such were
his excesses, and such were the com which they called
forth, that Bir 'I'homas thought the only chance of saving him
from utter ruin was a change of seene, of company, and of
pursuits,  Accordingly he was brought to London ; ho was
put under ‘the care of a sober stiorney, and he was required
to keep bis terms with a view to his beii g called to the bar.
The experiment had the most brilliant success. His refor
mation was at ouce complete ; and, without teking any vow,
like Sir Ma:thew Hale, sgainst stago plays snd drinking, or
renouncing society to avoid temptation, he spplied ardently
to the study of 1he law, snd his moral condact -‘m«
irreproachable.” :

‘ i HOLT AXD THE PROPHET.

“ Holt baving, some time sfler, commitied another ef 1t
brotherhood, cclled Jobn Atkins, to take his wisl for sedi-
tious langusge, the sspe Lacy called st the chief justice's
bouse in Bedford How, and desired to see him. Servant
My Lord is unwell to-day, and cannot see company.’ Lacy,
(in & very solemo tone.”) *Acquaint your master that |
most see bim, for 1 bring & message to him from the L rd
God.” The chief justice, baving ordered Lacy in and de-
manded his business, was thus addressed : *1 come o yon »
prophet feom the Lord God, who bes
nolle prosequi for
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Redesdale’s

;m. was ul’d:d hu:‘ﬁ:uh I:.::n Houge of Commaons, dur-
ng which he did o g brin in a law bill, and
mihﬂmdmulmummwh

ties of oo t remainders and 1
is there that could n“uﬁtﬂnﬂh '
stone in the morning concerning Pi

‘in Bhelley's case, and in :
Lord Chetham

|

ageinst Spaig !

# Nothing remeins to be sald for the of proving
that he was the first dmmn-hwjmp-?wkh-n-m'
state of the court of king's bench in histime, it is

not to envy the good fortune of those who p
him. The most timid were encouraged
the boldest were awed by his authority.
repetition and prolixity were inexcusable

-

dence anticipated ; and the e:
to sit dvwn, his cause being either socure: or hopeless,
consequence was that business was done not only with eer-
tainty, but celerity ; and men making meny thousends 8 year
had some leisure both for recrestion snd elegant lilerature.
We peed nct wonder that, beiog prosperous and uader
im, they were eager to psy bim homage, and that they ex-
ul'ed in his paternal sway. We may form a potion of the
love and respect with which he was regarded from the follow-
ing appeal 10 him, when we knew that the speaker-was
Erskine, the most fearleas and of men, sddress-
ing him in the case of the Dean of 5t, Asaph :.

¢ ¢[ am one of thoee," said he, *who conldalmosilull my-
solf by these reflections from the g of immediate
mischief, even from (bé law of libel laid down by your ford-
ship, if ¥ou wete always to continue to administer it yourssif.
1 should feel a protection in the of your charagter ;
in the love of justice which its own intrinsic excellence farces
upon & mind enli by seionce, and enlarged by liberal
educwion; and inthet of disposition which grows
with the gromth of en illustrioss reputation, and becomes a.
sort of pledze to the public fur segurity.  Bot sudh a recurity
is » shadow which passeth away, Yo cannot, my Lord, be
immortal ; sud how can you anawer for your successor? If
you .paintain the doctrines which I seek to overtum, you ren-
der yourselll responsible for alt the abuses that may follow
from them to our Iatest posterity.’ "

"BRILLIANT LOTTERIES
FOR AUGUST, 1851,

J. W. MAURY & CO. Managers.
VIRGINIA STAT@ LOTTERY,
For the benefit of the Monongalia Academy.
Clase 93, for 1851,
Tobe drawn in Alexandria, \'-‘.'.‘cr Saturday, the 9th of

14 drawn pumbees out of 75 ! .
GRAND BCHEME.

Ofaerares-$50,000 ) 1 Ofieeuerie. §3,000
.. 51,8576 | 1 do of... ...':.m

g8

ﬁl: &e. .
Tickets 15, Halves $7.50, Quarters §3.75, Eighthe $1,87}.

VIRGINIA STATE LOTTERY,
For the benefit of (he Monongalia Academy.
Class No. 98, for 1851.

Tobedrw Alexandria, V Bnuﬁ; August .
2 A 15 Drawn Nu:i:::lm of % SV

1 prize of........835,000 | 6 prizes of..........5,108
1 doviesesenees 15,000 top:o...............l,!m
S ‘dOssssnsnnnee T,I.IJ 10 dm..........-..l,m
e, o,
Tickets $10—Halves §6—Quarters §3.50.

Certifi of 5
gl o S o 8
Do, do 96 quarter do 30 00
$67,500—$40,000—$20,000—815,000—$14,260°

60 Prizes of $2,000!
VIRGINIA STATE LOITERY,

78 number loiery——13 drawn ballots.
BRILLIANT HCHEME.

splendid prize of. .$67,500 | 10 prize of.

: do F:u ....W,WJ wl";:'

R >0 -l W

1 vens 18,0 L 3N
Lprizeol...c.i.ca.. 14,260 e, ml&?

c-ml-u! of WH‘I“ ‘o:“; hole tickets el o
do do 26 hull tickets...ovo.... 195 00
do do 26 quarter tickets...,... 6F 50
do do 906 eighth tickets........ 3375

$40,000—820,000—$10,000, &e.
60 prizes of $1,000.
VIRGINIA STATE LUTTERY,
For the benefit of M in Aesdemy.
To be drawn in Alexandria, Va., oo Saturday, the 30th
August, 1851.
Cinss No. 100, for 1861,
75 vumber lovtery—I12 drawn ballots.
SPLENIID SCHRME.

1ptize of ccoenses SO0 | 1 prize of ..oe.e .. $5,000 |
ll.“‘t ofeeeinenens 20000 E dovesacoonnsnsis RIS |
I 80 Oheasnanins 'o.m 50 ﬁ........--.-ul.m
1 00ussecesnens, 5.000| Ne, Ko, LT
Ticketn ouly $10—Halves $6—Quarters $3 50.
Certifionte of puokage 25 whole tiokels. .. ..« « $1530 00
: z g “.MO‘III.'..
for and ”.”;ﬂ
“Orwnm tiekets lurn.‘?nd certifiontcs 0l puokages,

Lottores, reccive the most prompt
et Mp“mdﬁ“ﬁﬂi_ﬁ
Stery sftes 1t i ower to all who order s

Addreve J. & O. MAURY, Agents,

jaly 33— Alezandria, V. '




